Between the Keys Newsletter
Come with me into a world where visions live, and life and
love are met on my keyboard, down in the spaces between the keys...

Autumn 2020

Welcome to this issue of the Between the Keys newsletter. As with all things in life,
especially my writing life, it’s a work in progress. The format changes as needs change,
but I strive to present what’s current in my world. Thanks for giving it a look!

Autumn 2020 Updates
Well. It’s been quite a while since my last newsletter, if you consider a year “a while.” The
year 2020 has been challenging on every front. Who could have ever expected we’d find
ourselves in the middle of a pandemic? A lot of carefully made plans were put on hold.
COVID-19. I’m not sure what’s left to say about it. It’s scary. The spousal unit and I have
turned into pantry preppers. That’s a good thing! Our meals have become more varied and
better for us from a nutritional stand point. We’ve been a lot more fortunate than many this
past year. Some of that is our rural location and some of that is good common sense. We
wear our masks. RC and I have spent more quality time together on a daily basis than at any
other time in our relationship. I count that as a blessing.
I continue to work a four-day week, and in the lockdown of March, April, May, and part of
June, I worked mostly from home. I loved it! I was able to walk more and lost a few pounds.
I went to the work office a few times a week to check the mail, etc. I was the only person
allowed in the building so this was not a problem.
As 2020 begins to wind down, I’ve finally completed The Quest. I’ve long wanted to revamp
A Hero’s Bargain with the beginning it should have had (time and hindsight are a wonderful things), and a new cover. Unfortunately, Amazon won’t load the reworked manuscript but
AHB is available everywhere else. I debated re-issuing Lick Me (Must Love Dogs) and
decided why the hell not? Deuce got his second cover. The dog thinks he’s hot stuff as a cover
model. I went back to basics and pulled out an old character worksheet to set up the next
story. Delving deep into the archives, I have several half-started manuscripts to clean-up and
complete. I’ll be busy for the next little while.
Yahoo is shuttering its Groups feature. Those of you who have been a part of the group I use
as a mailing list will need to subscribe to the Between the Keys blog or follow me on Twitter
to learn about new releases.
A writer’s life is a constant balancing act, but isn’t everyone’s? The year 2021 holds promises.
I hope some of them are met.
KC Kendricks/Rayne Forrest
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Works in Progress
The question of the day, at least for me, is always, “What are you going to do next?” I confess I struggle to find time to fit
everything I want to accomplish into my days. The only thing to do is plan, plan, plan, plan, and then execute.
IN TRITON’S TOWER - An unfinished Rayne Forrest story I found in the files. Set in the future in an upscale, exclusive undersea resort. A reporter goes undercover to write a review on the resort and ends up pursued by a hunky guest. I’ve no clue
why this story wasn’t finished because...well, because it’s funny! It may get a different title.
THE RAYNE FORREST BACKLIST - And speaking of my alter ego, there are at least four RF books I need to get covers made for
and re-issue.
MEN OF MARIONVILLE - I have two more stories on the plot board based in the town of Marionville. Not all the previous
characters will make cameo appearances, but you know Dylan and Cass will. Dylan is the nexus of the series.
CENTERVILLE - Centerville is a small town not far from Marionville. Two stories, Bored, Stroked, and Blueprinted, and
Memphis take place in Centerville. The nexus of this series is Mick’s garage so you know it’ll have some cool muscle cars
driving around the town.
FOR THE WRITER - I’d like to write another modern western. I liked my two cowboys in Ride Your Luck. I think a hard-luck
case needs to show up at the ranch needing a job. I’ve been told modern westerns aren’t all that popular, but I don’t care.
Writer’s wisdom says write the story you want to read. So I might.
There you have it. I’ve got tons of works to complete,
so I’d better finish up this newsletter and get busy!

Deuce’s Day
The life and times of a black Lab living in the country at http:deucesday.blogspot.com
_*_*_

I’m a star! I did another book cover!
I'm a star! Mom always told me that and now she made me one - again!
Okay, I think when she told me I was a star she really meant I was one of the lights in the night sky for
her, but that was before I posed for book covers. Now lots and lots of people will see me!
Why is Mom telling me to calm down? This is exciting!
Okay, maybe not. Not everyone will like this book even though it has my picture on the front. But
they'll like MY picture, right Mom?
And the story is about a black lab - like me!
Wait...what? It's not?
That's just not right.
Keep up with Deuce at his blog at http://deucesday.blogspot.com

Where to find the author

Website: kckendricks.com
Back to KC’s website

The Interviewer Questions
What is the most unethical practice in the publishing industry?
In my opinion, it is without a doubt “vanity” publishers. These people promise to help inexperienced writers but
it’s basically a scam. Money flows to the author; not from the author. No shortcut in the world can replace good
old-fashioned hard work and study. Yes, study. You must study your craft to improve it.
Thankfully there is a wonderful resource available to all writers, the Writer Beware blog. Go read it. The
research Ms. Strauss shares—for free - is invaluable. I can’t emphasize this enough. This blog can save your
career before you write your first line.
Don’t be overly eager to get your first novel in print and allow yourself to be sucked in by one of these
scammers. If it feels wrong it probably is.
Publishers and agents do not come to you. You go to them. Someone contacting you out of the blue is someone
to avoid.
With that said, get writing! That’s the best way to get to where you want to go!

Adventures in Photoshop
I’m sure there is an easier, faster way to create book covers and promo items, but I haven’t figured itout. I
am ponderously slow working with Photoshop, creating several backgrounds, adding elements one by one,
until finished. But you know what? I’m getting it done. Here are the many backgrounds for a Lightning
Shifts promo.
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About KC Kendricks

On the Lighter Side

KC Kendricks calls herself an accidental writer. After
completing her first novel in 2003, she was urged to
submit it to a publisher and everything snowballed from
there. Today, KC has had over sixty books published,
both as KC Kendricks (gay romance) and Rayne Forrest
(traditional romance).
By day KC works for a non-profit organization. By night,
she weaves stories to celebrate life, love and the
promise of a hopeful future. KC finds both occupations
extremely rewarding.
A native of scenic western Maryland, KC enjoys most
activities that don’t include snow. In warm weather KC
might be found walking the dog, biking on the C&O
Canal towpath, planting delicacies in her garden for the
deer to munch on at night, playing in the creek, or
lazing on the patio with her Kindle reader or laptop.
If you’re a bowler, you KNOW.
KC recently began to research her family
history and can't drive past a cemetery without stopping
to search for family sites. Her mission is to photograph
old tombstones before the elements erode the stones
and the names are lost to time.
KC can be reached through her blog, Between the Keys.
All comments are strictly moderated by the author and
personal messages are treated as such.
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With any luck, we’ll do it
again in a few months.

Stay tuned and keep reading!
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