Between the Keys Newsletter
Come with me into a world where visions live, and life and
love are met on my keyboard, down in the spaces between the keys...
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Welcome to this issue of the Between the Keys newsletter. As with all things in life,
especially my writing life, it’s a work in progress. The format changes as needs change,
but I strive to present what’s current in my world. Thanks for giving it a look!

Winter 2018 Updates
The Year of Our Lord Two-thousand eighteen is all but past.
Winter in the northern hemisphere has a few fans. I do not rank among them. I
live in the woods and I’m happiest when my world is green and warm, but I
recognize the beauty of the woods in winter. I just wish I didn’t need to wear
three layers of clothes and a coat to be outside enjoying it. But enough of my
whining.
My Twitter account is overrun with opinions and not information from my
favorite authors. So if you’re trying to get my attention on Twitter, better try the
blog (http://kckendricks.blogspot.com) or a direct email. I post and run these
days. The situation on Twitter is forcing me to migrate to Facebook, which isn’t
much better.
Almost all writing is currently on hold. My husband is scheduled for surgery on
his neck to relieve pressure on his spinal cord. It’s no small operation. He’s
endured quite a bit of pre-surgical testing. Everything in our lives, except each
other, is on hold pending his recovery and rehab. I miss writing, spending those
few hours every evening with the voices of my characters spinning out words but
I’ll never regret I set them aside to be present for my husband and best friend. I
can only hope my readers stay loyal and watch for my return.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May whatever
traditions you uphold bring you peace and joy.
Where to find me

KC
Join my mailing list and be the first to know about new releases! Follow me on
Twitter, too!
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Works in Progress
What’s coming next? That’s the question of the day because I’m always working on several different projects and I don’t
have a sense of which one will be completed first. It’ll be a surprise for all of us. At this writing, my husband is scheduled for
surgery on December 14, 2018, so everything in life is paused pending his recovery and rehab.
JULY HEAT — The story set in Centerville has a title—July Heat. Finally! It took a while for me to settle on it but I think it will
work. The words are flowing. Look for an early 2019 release.
BORED, STROKED AND BLUEPRINTED - The new cover is done. The re-release is on hold until Steel Wheels is properly
launched.
LICK ME (MUST LOVE DOGS) - The new cover is making me crazy. I can’t find just the right guy, but I will
persevere.
He’s out there somewhere. (Finding the right dog? Now you know that’s a no-brainer.) Once that’s ready, the manuscript
will be re-edited and restored to the author’s vision. Probable 2019 release.
IN TRITON’S TOWER - An unfinished Rayne Forrest story I found in the files. Set in the future in an upscale, exclusive undersea resort. A report goes undercover to write a review on the resort and ends up pursued by a hunky guest. I’ve no clue
why this story wasn’t finished because...well, because it’s funny!
A FRIENDLY NEIGHBOR—The story has a story, and it’s not a good. I contracted this one at the now defunct Ellora’s Cave
and the editor there trashed it. MY voice for my story, not hers. I debated long and hard if I should ever republish this one.
The internal debate continues as I work on returning it to MY story.

So there you have it. I’ve got tons of works to complete, so I’d better finish up this newsletter and get busy!

Deuce’s Day
The life and times of a black Lab living in the country at http:deucesday.blogspot.com
_*_*_
It's quiet when Mom isn't home. Every day during the
week is much the same. I get up with Mom and we go outside. Then Mom gets ready for work. Right before she
leaves, we go outside again and walk to the end of the
lane and back. That's almost half a mile!
Well, we don't go that far if it's raining really hard or if it's
really cold, but that's not too often.
After Mom heads out, Dad gets up. He fixes coffee and we
watch a little television. Then he gets dressed and we go in
and out the lane again. His power chair goes faster than Mom walks. I have to run some to keep up. Then we
have a nap before lunch. After lunch, we nap again.
We don't like to admit to Mom we nap while she's at work, and now, thanks to Dad, she has proof we're the
couch potatoes she says we are. Dad took a picture of me and Loki snoozing together and sent it to her.
Dad! Why?! What were you thinking? I mean, I'm in Mom's spot! And to take my picture with that skanky cat?
Mom's going to think I'm starting to like him better. She already suspects he and I have an understanding.
Well, the damage is done for today. I might as well stay on the couch until I hear
Mom's car driving back the lane. Besides, she's going to scold Dad, not me.
I'm Deuce! Mom won't mind if I spend the entire day sleeping in her spot.
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The Interviewer Questions
Do you Google yourself?
Of course I Google myself. As someone who needs to maintain an online presence, it’s imperative to keep an eye on Google. Google is a wonderful tool but it
only reports what people tell it. Your name is your reputation, so monitor it.

What literary pilgrimages have you gone on?
I’m not a fan of the concept of the “literary” writer. I don’t aspire to be
“literary.” I write good, solid stories about having hope and finding love.
With that said, it shouldn’t be a surprise that I have not gone on any literary
“pilgrimages.” Not on purpose, anyway. Everywhere I go I find something to
write about. Driving to the day job presents me with ideas.

If you could tell your younger writing self anything, what would it be?
Keep going. Ignore the naysayers. You’re better than you think you are. Get some sleep.

Writing Tips - Not Just for Neophytes

Setting Goals for the Part-time Writer
Setting a goal is more difficult than it sounds. We all at one time or another declare our intention to do this, that, or
something else. Maybe we do it or maybe we don’t. When it comes to writing, that most solitary pursuit, setting
goals is a tool to replace the “maybe” with “definitely.”
What goal you set is up to you. Perhaps you’ve read you must write something every day to be successful and that’s
your goal. You’re going to WRITE every day. Now you need to set in motion the process of meeting that goal.
But what happens if you can’t meet your daily goal of writing every day? Is it truly a realistic goal? Life comes at us
fast and we need to take that into consideration. Goals need to be flexible. Restructure your small goals as your life
demands to stay on track to meet the larger goals.
Early on in my writing career it became pretty obvious that writing something every day wasn’t 100% realistic in my
life. This did not make me happy. I feared I’d never be a successful writer if I didn’t follow that old adage. As with
many things in life, I was wrong. I modified my daily goal within the time constraints I live under. I work full-time and
I care for aging parents. It’s tough on a writing career.
Now, instead of writing prose every day, I make sure to be about the business of writing every day. I may actually
write (my first choice). I may instead attend to blogging, updating my website, working on the newsletter, or doing
some sort of promotional work. What’s important (to me) is that I don’t give up and do nothing, and that I never
beat myself up over what I can’t accomplish on a given day.
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Be fearless. Set goals but keep them realistic.
Keep track of what you can accomplish in a set time frame
and adjust accordingly. Pretty soon you’ll be on track every time.
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facebook.com/kckendricks
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About KC Kendricks

On the Lighter Side

KC Kendricks calls herself an accidental writer. After
completing her first novel in 2003, she was urged to
submit it to a publisher and everything snowballed from
there. Today, KC has had over sixty books published,
both as KC Kendricks (gay romance) and Rayne Forrest
(traditional romance).
By day KC works for a non-profit organization. By night,
she weaves stories to celebrate life, love and the
promise of a hopeful future. KC finds both occupations
extremely rewarding.
A native of scenic western Maryland, KC enjoys most
activities that don’t include snow. In warm weather KC
might be found walking the dog, biking on the C&O
Canal towpath, planting delicacies in her garden for the
deer to munch on at night, playing in the creek, or
lazing on the patio with her Kindle reader or laptop.
KC recently began to research her family
history and can't drive past a cemetery without stopping
to search for family sites. Her mission is to photograph
old tombstones before the elements erode the stones
and the names are lost to time.

Merry Christmas!

KC can be reached through her blog, Between the Keys.
All comments are strictly moderated by the author and
personal messages are treated as such.
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KC Kendricks Links
Website: kckendricks.com
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kckendricks.blogspot.com
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With any luck, we’ll do it
again in a few months.

Stay tuned and keep reading!
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