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Welcome to this issue of the Between the Keys newsletter.
As with all things in life, especially my writing life, it’s a work in progress.
The format changes as needs change, but I strive to present interesting content. Thanks for giving it a look!

Latest release: A Perfect Hire
Shopkeeper Chris Douglas traveled the world as a tour guide. He settled in
New York City and turned his love of coffees and wines from around the world
into a thriving specialty business. He enjoys meeting new people and his small
emporium just off Bleecker Street brings all sorts through his door. After he
falls off a ladder, Chris tapes a “help wanted” sign on the door and hopes it
will attract the right person.
Eric Todd is at loose ends after the company he worked for changed hands and
he was let go. He can get by financially, but with too many hours to fill in a
day, he’d like a part-time job to keep busy. When he spies the hand-drawn
sign on the door of The Corked Bean, he goes inside to check out the store,
and the sexy proprietor.
The two men hit it off and Chris hires Eric on the spot. Now the pay and benefits aren’t as enticing, or satisfying, as the after-hours perks available for the
perfect hire.

A PERFECT HIRE
Available now at:
Amazon: www.amazon.com/dp/B07B2JKJ1M
Itunes: itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1352824634
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Barnes and Noble: www.barnesandnoble.com/w/a-perfect-hire-kckendricks/1119448770
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Twitter.com/kckendricks

Kobo: www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/a-perfect-hire-1
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March 2018 Updates
I’m so ready for winter to be over and spring to finally arrive. As I began work on this issue of the newsletter, it was
beginning to snow. Snow is fine when I’m home and have no need to leave the house but I do hope this little blow
doesn’t linger long on the ground. The early crocus are blooming. I’d like to have all of them
open this year.
Thanks to everyone who has already gotten their copy of Twice Removed From Tomorrow!
It seems Marionville is as popular as ever. Based on the reception TRFY received (big thanks!),
I need to start character bios for the next couple to move to town.
On the writing front, I decided, after much deliberation, to re-issue A Perfect Hire. It’s a story I
wrote to a now-defunct publisher’s submission call. Live, learn, and let it go. I’ve restored it to
my original vision of the story and it’s out in the world waiting for you.
As you can see, the covers for The Rea Cheveyo Chronicles trilogy are finished. I think they
turned out pretty good. I was going to put the EPPIE Finalist logo I received for Talyss on the
cover and then decided it’s not important. I hope to have all three books available by the time
this newsletter goes live. Perhaps the stars will align and allow that to happen. See the note
below about having both names on the covers.
The ghost story, Please Use the Door, is progressing well. What else would you say to the spirit
living in the house you just bought when he pops through a wall? It’s the story I’ve written the
ending before the balance of the story. It simply came to me one evening and I had to get it
down.

Works in Progress
What’s coming next? That’s the question of the day because I’m working on several different
projects and I don’t have a sense of which one will be completed first. It’ll be a surprise for all
of us.
THE REA CHEVEYO CHRONICLES— A science fiction trilogy by Rayne Forrest. This will be the
first books to go out under both the Rayne Forrest and KC Kendricks name. It’s a prelude to a
science fiction story I want to write under the name of Forrest Kendricks. Or maybe Kendricks
Forrest. It’s blended genre so we shall see. Sage wisdom says not to do that, but that same
wisdom says write the story first for yourself. So I am. Note to self: No more blue characters—
it doesn’t translate well on the cover.
PLEASE USE THE DOOR— A paranormal with a ghostly theme. More fun than spook. This will
probably be a shorter story. Maybe even have a hint of a m/g/m encounter. That’s “g” for
ghost.
STEEL WHEELS— Book five in Ian Coulter’s Amethyst Cove. Have Ian and Rick solved the
uncertainties within their relationship? Will they really marry? Will Ian’s new client cause
more problems? We’ll know soon. I’m into chapter four.
UNTITLED WITH A “MAYBE” TITLE — A story set in Centerville with Mitch and Logan of Bored,
Stroked and Blueprinted. A friend of Logan’s comes looking for help. The plot is fleshing out.
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So there you have it. I’ve got tons of works to complete,
so I’d better finish up this newsletter and get busy!

Amazon author page:
Author page
Back to KC’s website

Deuce’s Day
The life and times of a black Lab living in the country at http:deucesday.blogspot.com
A Quick Walk on a Winter’s Day
It's been cold this winter. I hear Mom and Dad talking about it a lot. Mom has a website she
checks all the time that has the daily temperatures for our area on it. She says our warmest
January was back in 1932. It averaged 42.9F that month. This January isn't going to be anywhere close to that. It was zero degrees a lot! No wonder she didn't want to take me for a
Saturday walk for weeks and weeks. I'm Deuce and I know when it's too cold to be outside
on a lark.
Mom bundled up in a coat and put on this weird hat/scarf thing on her head. The scarf part
has built in pockets to keep her hands warm. Anyway, we walked along our favorite road. It
goes into the state park and cars can't drive on it. Except for the park rangers but they don't
bother us because we don't bother them.
I was a little disappointed, though. We got to one of my favorite spots to play in the creek
and it was frozen. Mom said that meant it was too cold for little ol' me to jump in. There's a
really deep hole just before the water goes into the pipe and I love, love, love to hop in.
When it's warm, Mom sits on the edge and applauds my splashing efforts. We have a lot fun
at that spot. … more at Deuce’s Day.

_*_*_*_
Blue Bunnies—March 2. 2018
Mom got me a little blue bunny yesterday. She was at the dollar store. She saw it and
knew right away I'd love, love, love it. It's not very big, but it is blue. I like blue. I can
see blue although maybe not the same way Mom sees it.
Dad was sure I'd rip the stuffing right out of the bunny but I fooled him. I haven't had a
stuffed animal since I was a little guy and that's what I used to do. I'm all grown up
now.
I think this was a test. I overheard Mom tell Dad a "kitty-kitty" would be bigger. (I hear
EVERYTHING.) That got me pretty excited. I remember the cat we had when I was just a
pup. When Mom says "kitty-kitty" I know exactly what she's talking about.
Mom thinks because I didn't rip the stuffing out of the bunny right away, I might
be mature enough for us to get a kitten.
She might be right. Until then, I'll just carry the bunny around with me. It's good
practice in case the kitten will let me carry him.
Mom says I shouldn't get my hopes up for that to happen.
***UPDATE from Mom
The bunny met its demise March 4th. It had a very cherished life up until the end.

For more about Deuce and what goes on in his day,
visit his blog at http://deucesday.blogspot.com
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Website: kckendricks.com

The Interviewer Questions
Did you ever consider writing under a pseudonym?
I do write under a pseudonym. Two, even. Real life situations vary and I
don’t trust my employer to be understanding of my literary endeavors.
Some authors express snotty opinions of those of us who do use pseudonyms, accusing us of being ashamed of what we write. That’s rather
small-minded and maybe down right petty.
Not to mention it’s probably a lot safer to maintain a bit of anonymity on
the Internet these days.

Do you think someone could be a writer if they don’t feel
emotions strongly?
I do. Define “strongly.” I think it’s a mistake to judge how another person feels based on what you feel. We’re all different.
The author taps into whatever level of emotion she/he taps into and that helps create individual readerships. When it
comes to readers, it’s all about personal preferences.
Diversity in writing is a good thing as long as we as writers don’t judge another author who writes to a different level of
emotion and sexual heat. Trying to say this way or that way of writing doesn’t measure up exposes the shortcomings of the
person saying it. Or it exposes their ego. Take your pick. There is room for all levels of emotion, even in the same story.

Adventures in Photoshop
I’m going to miss the private publisher groups. A diverse group of experienced authors is a wonderful
thing. If you pay attention you can learn a lot by lurking. A recent discussion revolved around buying
covers from a publisher and whether of not it’s a violation of the artists copyright to remove the
publisher logo. Who wants the logo of a soon-to-be defunct publisher on your cover? If I paid $50 for a
cover, I’d own it. The cover artist, or publisher, would be selling those rights to me for cash. It would
be my property and I could do whatever I wanted to it. Another reason why going indie was the right
thing.
The decision to take the time to learn basic Photoshop techniques was a sound one. The software
disc cost about $70. Free instructional videos are everywhere on Youtube, the downside of which is
the time it takes to find ones that make sense and actually teach something. There are faster ways to
create a cover than the one I use, but I’m fickle. Or maybe that’s visual. I need to see each step before
proceeding to the next. The cover for Twice Removed From Yesterday was built on five layers.
The project stared with the guy in the suit and a background chosen for the misty colors. Those two
images were then combined and saved as .jpg number one. The shirtless model was then added to
that image and saved as the second .jpg. It looked good and so the Men of Marionville banner was
added and the image saved. The last step was to add the title and author and save the final .jpg as the
cover.
I like the way this cover developed and the finished product exceeded my vision. It’s difficult to
explain your vision to others, but not so hard to translate it for yourself. Making your own covers is an
important skill to cultivate.

Where to find me

Personal blog:
Kckendricks.blogspot.com
Facebook:
facebook.com/kckendricks

It’s $50 today for a “used” publisher cover. What’s it going to be next
year for a brand new cover? I’m not losing sleep over that one.

About KC Kendricks

On the Lighter Side

KC Kendricks calls herself an accidental writer.
After completing her first novel in 2003, she
was urged to submit it to a publisher and
everything snowballed from there. Today, KC
has had over sixty books published, both as KC
Kendricks (gay romance) and Rayne Forrest
(traditional romance).
By day KC works for a non-profit organization.
By night, she weaves stories to celebrate life,
love and the promise of a hopeful future. KC
finds both occupations extremely rewarding.
A native of scenic western Maryland, KC enjoys
most activities that don’t include snow. In
warm weather KC might be found walking the
dog, biking on the C&O Canal towpath,
planting delicacies in her garden for the deer to
munch on at night, playing in the creek, or
lazing on the patio with her Kindle reader or
laptop.
Where to find me

KC recently began to research her family
history and can't drive past a cemetery without
stopping to search for family sites. Her mission
is to photograph old tombstones before the
elements erode the stones and the names are
lost to time.
KC can be reached through her blog,
Between the Keys. All comments are strictly
moderated by the author and personal
messages are treated as such.

Pinterest:
pinterest.com/kckendricks

Thanks for checking
out this issue of the
Between the Keys newsletter.

With any luck, we’ll do it
again in a few months.

Stay tuned and keep reading!
Where to find me

Amazon author page:
Author page

