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MANY SUNDRY THINGS
Do you have a harbinger of autumn in your life? For many years the large tulip poplar
at the edge of the woods has been mine. For twenty years I could confirm it was the
first of August, the day the tree dropped its first yellow leaf. This year the first leaf
dropped on July 23. Not too early but I’ll need to keep an eye on the health of this
tree. It’s already an older poplar and could do some real damage if it fell on the
house. Perhaps it’s time to call the tree trimmers and remove the worry even though
that feels like ordering the death of an old friend, one that has shaded my yard and
sheltered many a family of songbird.
I’ve been struggling with a story I’m working on, and suddenly woke one Sunday morning with the words ‘twice removed from
yesterday’ in my head. As soon as I sat down at the computer I realized THAT was the true title of the story. Since that
revelation, I’ve been able to refocus the characters and the story flows once again. I do sometimes wonder at my muse,
although I suppose since I like things in my life to be orderly, it stands to reason it would carry over into parts of the writing.
Typically it is the title that spurs the story, at least for me.
A handful of stories in the backlist remain to be published. Being forced into being an independent has changed the pattern of
my writing. Where before I could finish a project and move directly to the next, a project now is never truly completed. I’m
much better at designing covers and I think it’s time to make a few new ones for a few books. I was re-reading an old story a
few evenings ago and found a typo! This book was professionally edited and it got through. Fixing the typo, creating the new
epub file, etc., and uploading the new files all falls on me. It’s a different work flow, but it’s a good one. I’ve been with 10 publishers over the years and not one of them would have ever taken the time to do that. Perhaps that’s one more reason for the
rise of the indie author. We care about our work.
As summer comes to a close, I’ll be busy with yardwork (I always am!) and preparing for cold weather. The brush pile needs to
be burned so that come spring, we can rebuild it. Wood needs to be split and stacked for use in the stove, flower pots emptied
and stored, and our little pool will need drained. If I’m lucky, I’ll get a top coat of polish on my
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car. Oh, and new wiper blades are a must this year.
I look forward to the first autumn in my sunny office. The view will change from deep green
hues to brighter yellows and reds. Just thinking about fall energizes me. I hope the feeling
continues.
KC Kendricks
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Latest releases: Shining Victory and
No One But You
Stacy and Levi. Of all the couples I’ve written, Levi and Stacy are the ones that mean the
absolute most to me. An older man with lingering doubts because of a horrible, unfounded
accusation. A brash younger man with a lot of questions about himself. A chance encounter
brings them together and together they begin to find their way.
SHINING VICTORY: Stacy James survived a life-shattering accusation to become a successful
businessman with a lot to offer a partner. Young and wild, ace mechanic Levi Wright builds
engines made for speed. When Levi's volatile temper lands him nose-to-nose with trouble,
Stacy ignores his own rules and steps in to save Levi from making a big mistake. But Stacy
can't ignore Levi's smoldering sexuality as the younger man then pursues him. And Levi has
made it clear he's out to get his man
NO ONE BUT YOU: Lovers Stacy James and Levi Wright keep their relationship hot and spicy
by enjoying the little things in life. An offhand comment by a stranger cools Stacy’s ardor, and
sets in motion a chain reaction that rocks the very foundation of Levi’s world.
On his own, Levi is tested in his discoveries – about Stacy, their relationship, and about the
kind of man he wants to be. One thing he knows for certain. He’s not losing Stacy over a careless whisper that isn’t true, but will the only man he’ll ever love forgive his angry words?
Stacy made the worst mistake of his life telling his lover to find another place to sleep. Levi
might be younger, but he’s a man, with a man’s pride. Stacy draws on all his experience to
walk a road full of detours and pitfalls to meet Levi halfway, and bring him home. Because
for Stacy, there’s no one but Levi.
For more information and excerpts, please visit
www.kckendricks.com/ShiningVictory.html

Works in Progress
What’s coming next? That’s the question of the day because I don’t know. I’m working on several different projects and I
don’t have a sense of which one will be completed first. It’ll be a surprise for all of us.
TWICE REMOVED FROM YESTERDAY— Set in our favorite town of Marionville, our hero comes to visit a college friend
and meets someone interesting. How it all works out depends on his job offer in Texas versus his job offer in Marionville,
his opportunities to free lance, whether or not his love interest reciprocates his interest, and whether or not the love
interest confesses what’s going on with his ex. It could get a bit dicey.
SURRENDERED VICTORY—This is the book that launched KC Kendricks. I’m currently working on the new cover.
STEEL WHEELS— Book five in Ian Coulter’s Amethyst Cove. Have Ian and Rick solved the uncertainties within their relationship? Will Ian’s new client cause more problems? We’ll know soon.
A PERFECT HIRE— A perfect story ruined by an imperfect editor. She even screwed up the blurb. I’ve gone back to the
original manuscript and should have it pulled back together soon.
THE REA CHEVEYO CHRONICLES— A science fiction trilogy by Rayne Forrest. I need to get the covers created.
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Amazon author page:
Author page

So there you have it. I’ve got tons of works to complete,
so I’d better finish up this newsletter and get busy!

Deuce’s Day
The life and times of a black Lab living in the country
http:deucesday.blogspot.com
July 17, 2017
It happened just like Mom and Dad said it would. They installed
railing on two sides of the sunroom porch. I'm staring at the deer
through bars. It's the end of the free range me.
Mom's rolling her eyes at me. She says it's not that bad but she's
tall enough to look over the bars...er...railing. Does this look like
my happy face?
Mom says that by Saturday morning I'll be used to the railing.
She says she'll take a treat jar outside for me while she has her
coffee. We'll just see about that.
I'm Deuce. I know a bribe when I hear one.

August 6, 2017
It's time for me to have a serious conversation with Mom and
Dad. I had to spend a couple of hours in my crate. Ok, I get it, but I don't like it when Mom and Dad go away
without me. Sure it hurts when my people don't include me, but I understand. Sometimes they just have to go
take care of business. They said they were going to a family reunion. So how come Mom came home smelling
of hound dog?????? I did not like this.
And I get it that Dad wanted to spend some time with Uncles Bob and Jim playing poker and losing money. (He
could have bought a whole big bag of Grillers with that money!)
Mom says it's bonding time and I get bonding time is
important. So how come Dad came home at one o'clock in the
morning smelling of two different mixed breeds????
Did he think I wasn't going to notice????
There had better be some good compensation for this.
My feelings are a little hurt. Mom has apologized to me. She said if
she'd known dogs were allowed, I could have gone along. Dad is
still sleeping and I'm going to ignore him until he apologizes, too.
I'm a good dog. I don't pee on human things. I don't bark much. I
don't, nor have I ever, snatched people food off the table. I listen
to what Mom tells me. I'm polite and well-behaved when Mom
says the situation calls for it.
I'm Deuce, and I'm family, too.
_*_*_*_
For more about Deuce and what goes on in his day,
visit his blog at http://deucesday.blogspot.com
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Website: kckendricks.com

The Interviewer Questions
When did you start writing, and why?
I actually started writing back in 1995 when I got my first desktop
computer. It was just for fun, and unfortunately, I didn’t keep a
backup of those files. When that first hard drive crashed,
all 512 MB of it, a lot of little stories vanished. That’s okay,
though, because they were pretty immature pieces of writing.
But once I started I wanted to prove to myself I could actually
write a book.
Do you write full time?
No, but I wish I could. I work a forty-plus hour week and write
evenings and weekends. My favorite times to write are early
morning and after about eight p.m. I plan to retire from my day
job within the next few years and call myself a full time writer

Adventures in Photoshop
Back in the day, when I was publishing with Amber Quill, they wanted to do
a promotion, a series of books where pets brought people together. At the
time, Shooter was still with us so I chose to write about a cat and his people.
Why did I name the fictitious cat Hercules? I love the song, of course! I even
named one of my cats Hercules back in the early 1980s.
Was it easy to lift Shooter from the background of the photo and drop him
on cover stock? No. I learned a lot about outlining an object on this one.
There’s the number of pixels to ease in the edge, feathering the edges,
smoothing the edges, hiding and revealing the background. Wow. It wasn’t
easy. In the end, I got the cat placed on his pillow just the way I wanted.
Shooter left us in 2016. He was the best cat I’ve ever shared my home with.
They say tuxedo cats have personality plus, and he did. I’m delighted I got to
share my sharp-dressed feline with you as A Cat Named Hercules.
For more about A Cat Named Hercules, please visit my website.
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Personal blog:
Kckendricks.blogspot.com
Facebook:
facebook.com/kckendricks

About KC Kendricks

On the Lighter Side

KC Kendricks calls herself an accidental writer.
After completing her first novel in 2003, she
was urged to submit it to a publisher and
everything snowballed from there. Today, KC
has had over sixty books published, both as KC
Kendricks (gay romance) and Rayne Forrest
(traditional romance).
By day KC works for a non-profit organization.
By night, she weaves stories to celebrate life,
love and the promise of a hopeful future. KC
finds both occupations extremely rewarding.
A native of scenic western Maryland, KC enjoys
most activities that don’t include snow. In
warm weather KC might be found walking the
dog, biking on the C&O Canal towpath,
planting delicacies in her garden for the deer to
munch on at night, playing in the creek, or
lazing on the patio with her Kindle reader or
laptop.

Whoa…..
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KC recently began to research her family
history and can't drive past a cemetery without
stopping to search for family sites. Her mission
is to photograph old tombstones before the
elements erode the stones and the names are
lost to time.
KC can be reached through her blog,
Between the Keys. All comments are strictly
moderated by the author and personal
messages are treated as such.

Pinterest:
pinterest.com/kckendricks

Thanks for checking
out this issue of the
Between the Keys newsletter.

A New Venture
Do you need a custom book cover? After having created
all my book covers, and most of those for Christiane
France, I’m ready to hang out a shingle on a very limited
basis.
Contact me through the Between the Keys blog. All
comments are strictly, and I mean strictly, moderated
by me. I’ll see it. Make sure you leave a contact email.
Kckendricks.blogspot.com

With any luck, we’ll do it
again in a few months.

Stay tuned and keep reading!

