Between the Keys Newsletter
Come with me into a world where visions live, and life and
love are met on my keyboard, down in the spaces between the keys...
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May is always a busy month for me. I like to take at least a week of vacation that includes the observed
Memorial Day holiday. Some years I take the Friday before and the Monday after to stretch it out a few more
days. It makes the second weekend more relaxing to know I don’t have to rush back to work on Monday
morning.
This vacation, I’m looking forward to spending my writing time in new digs. Since the days of my very first
desktop PC, I’ve used the “spare” bedroom as first the computer room and later as a dedicated office. The last
weekend in April, I moved my office to my favorite space in my house—the sunroom. It’s a bittersweet move
for me as it means my partner and I will no longer share the space for early morning coffee, but he has found
ingress and egress to the room increasing difficult as there is a step.
Lots of folks use spring vacation time to do home & garden projects around the house and we’re no
exception—usually. This year, we developed a short list of things to accomplish BEFORE May 25 rolls around.
By doing one or two projects a weekend, we’ve opened up my vacation week. There’s not much work on the
agenda. I think this is a good thing.
Keeping in mind that Deuce will be traveling with us this year, we’ve researched dog-friendly destinations.
We’ll take him to the river for play time and a picnic if it’s not raining. We’ve wanted to revisit the Gettysburg
Battlefield. Deuce and Daddy can stay in the car if I hop out to take a picture. They can stay in the car, too, if
we swing by Elk Run to stock up on Annapolis Sunset and Sweet Catherine wines. All this is in preparation for
longer trips with Deuce. I want him to be a seasoned rider by the time we head out to do driving tours of
far-off national park destinations.
And of course, vacation time is writing time. I love to get up early and write while the house is quiet. All I need
to do is convince Deuce to stay in bed with Daddy for an extra hour.
Wish me luck!
KC Kendricks
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Twitter:
Twitter.com/kckendricks
Mailing list send email to:
Betweenthekeyssubscribe@yahoogroups.com

April release: Chain Lightning
Eli has a problem. His name is Rio…
There is something a little peculiar about Eli Tate. Oh, he appears normal
enough on the surface, but he’s spent years trying to remember what happened to him - and why he doesn’t age. Then there’s the way he can shift
shape. He doesn’t know what kind of being he really is or if there are any others like him. What he does know he’s been in the same town for thirty years
and he needs to move on.
Returning to the Big Apple, Eli takes up residence in his old apartment. An
evening walk turns deadly when he’s attacked by pure evil. He barely escapes
with his life - thanks to a stranger named Rio who is a shape shifter like him.
Rio says he knows Eli and that he’s been searching for him for many years. Rio
confesses they were once lovers. Eli has no memory of such a time, and now
he’s out of options. To remember his past, and destroy the creature pursuing
them, Eli has no choice but to trust Rio - and maybe fall in love with him again.
_*_*_*
CHAIN LIGHTNING is available at:
Paranormal gay romance (shapeshifter)

Amazon: www.amazon.com/dp/B072B6N2CY
iTunes/Apple: itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1229227603
Barnes and Noble: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/chain-lightning-kckendricks/1126263582
KOBO: www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/chain-lightning-2

Upcoming May release:
Passion’s Victory
Micah Souther is young, talented, and gay. As the junior owner of the
family business, he knows better than to look for love “on the clock.”
Jonas Chadwick is the new guy at the firm. Older, wiser, and a survivor of
the school of hard knocks, he’s not in the market for an office romance,
even if he knows for certain his young boss is gay.
One kiss is all it takes to send Micah and Jonas on a collision course, and
when bodies collide, the friction gets hot...
_*_*_*
Passion’s Victory is a re-release. It was the second book I wrote as KC
Kendricks and was nominated for a CAPA award at The Romance Studio.
I’m not sure what day I’ll push the button and release the book, but if
you’re on my mailing list, you’ll know first when it happens.
For more about Passion’s Victory, please visit my website at:
www.kckendricks.com/PassionsVictory.html
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Personal blog:
Kckendricks.blogspot.com

Deuce’s Day
The life and times of a black Lab living in the country
http:deucesday.blogspot.com

The Before and the After
I love, love, love to play Frisbee. The thing is, I'm a little
hard on the equipment. Mom gets me a supply of
perfect flying discs, and I just can't help myself - I ruin
them. I have quite the collection if I must say so myself.
Mom took a before and after photo to show it off for
me.
It's not like I mean to do it. It's just they make a really
cool snapping noise when I bend them. I have to work
really hard to get it to happen, too. Like really hard.
Besides, I only do it when... well, I'd better not blame
Mom and Dad for making bad throws. They might get
angry and not play with me. But I only chew the Frisbee
when they make a bad throw. It's frustrating! I need to
catch the Frisbee before it stops moving! Catching it in
the air is best, of course, but when it rolls on its edge
works, too. As long as I get to it before it stops. That's
the important thing. When it stops it ruins the fun and I
get pissy...er... frustrated. So I try to teach it a lesson.
Frisbees are stupid things.
Mom and Dad clean the old Frisbees and throw
them until they just won't fly. Mom says she
might try putting them in a slightly warm oven to
see if she can get them to flatten out again. It
sounds to me like she doesn't have a lot of hope
that will work.
She looks at me and says it's a good thing they
only cost a dollar....
Deuce is my name and Frisbee is my game!
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Website: kckendricks.com

I Like Coffee!
A lot of writers joke that they run on coffee. And why
wouldn’t we? It’s the perfect fuel for pulling thoughts
out of the air and giving them life on the page.

I Like Tea!
My father was a tea drinker. He picked up the habit
when he served in Germany during the Korean conflict.
We know Germany is the land of coffee now, but tea
has its own culture there, rather like the United States.

Not only does coffee taste heavenly, the invigorating
aroma is even better. And to see the steam rising from
a freshly brewed cup? It can make your mouth water.
Then there’s the warmth of the cup - so soothing to
hands that spend a lot of time typing. Yes, coffee hits
the senses.

When it’s time to relax, nothing beats a sweet cup of
tea to end a busy day. Whether you like black, herbal,
or green, tea is good for you. Tea helps us slow down
and reminds us we don’t have to be busy every
moment of every day.

Almond Shortbread

Maple Scones

Ingredients

3 cups flour
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 sticks unsalted butter, chilled (needs to be cold)
1/4 cup chopped pecans, plus more for sprinkling
1 large egg
3/4 cup heavy cream

Nonstick cooking spray
1 1/2 cups plus 2 tablespoons sugar
3/4 cup (1 1/2 sticks) butter, melted
2 large eggs
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon almond extract
1/2 cup sliced almonds with skins
Directions
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.

For icing blend the following:
16 ounces powdered sugar
1/4 cup whole milk
2 teaspoons of maple extract

Spray a 10-inch round baking dish with cooking
spray.

Directions
Preheat oven to 350F.

In a large mixing bowl, stir 1 1/2 cups of the sugar
into the melted butter. Beat in the eggs one at a
time. Sift the flour and salt onto the batter. Add
the flavoring and stir well. Batter will be thick.

In a large bowl, mix flour, sugar, baking powder and
salt. With a pastry cutter, cut in the butter until
mixture looks like crumbs. Add pecans. Combine wet
ingredients and add to mixture to create a rough
dough. Dough will be slightly crumbly.

Pour the batter into the skillet. Top with sliced
almonds and the remaining 2 tablespoons sugar.
Bake until slightly brown on top, about 45 minutes
or until knife inserted in center comes out clean.
All ovens are different. Cool and remove to plate.
For a nice twist, chop 1/4 cup almonds in a food
processor and sprinkle in the bottom of the baking
dish before pouring in the batter.
Freezes well.

Turn dough onto a floured surface and shape into a
circle, about an inch thick and eight inches round.
Cut into 8 equal sized wedges.
Bake for 23 to 25 minutes or until just starting to
brown.
Cool, ice and enjoy.
Freezes well.
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Amazon author page:
Author page

The Interviewer Question
Q. What has been the biggest surprise or learning experience
you’ve seen through the process of having your books get
published?
A. How little I really knew about publishing until I got into it. I
wrote a story never intending to publish it. I simply wanted to see
if I could string together words in a coherent fashion. Once people
read the draft manuscript, they urged me to publish it. I quickly
learned that writing the book was the easy part.
To be a successful published writer today, you have to invest
yourself in all aspects of the business. You must first write, but
you also need to be able to understand publisher and vendor
contracts, and a bit of website design and cover design. If you can
learn to do your own covers, it’s a big plus. But the biggest thing,
bigger even than writing the book, is developing and implementing a plan to market your book. It’s a never ending learning
curve and you must embrace the challenge of it.

Adventures in Photoshop
Learning the basics of Photoshop is a mixed blessing. Take the cover for Ride Your Luck, my modern
cowboy story. I found a cowboy I liked. I had a concept that I liked (see the blue cover). The original
cover turned out really well.
But months later I came across the picture with the cowboy riding off into the sunset. Isn’t that what
cowboys do? Sure! So I made a second cover that I like equally as well as the original.
I took down the original and uploaded the second. Now I think I should have stayed with the original.
Yep. I could drive myself crazy making up
my mind as to which one to use for the
book.
Ride Your Luck
Visit
www.kckendricks.com/RideYourLuck.html
for more information.
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Facebook:
facebook.com/kckendricks

About KC Kendricks

On the Lighter Side

KC Kendricks calls herself an accidental
writer. After completing her first novel in
2003, she was urged to submit it to a
publisher and everything snowballed
from there. Today, KC has had over sixty
books published, both as KC Kendricks
(gay romance) and Rayne Forrest
(traditional romance).

By day KC works for a non-profit
organization with a focus on confidential
financial assistance to women in crisis.
By night, she weaves stories to celebrate
life, love and the promise of a hopeful
future. KC finds both occupations
extremely rewarding.
Where to find me

A native of scenic western Maryland, KC
enjoys most activities that don’t include
snow. In warm weather KC might be
found walking the dog, biking on the
C&O Canal towpath, planting delicacies
in her garden for the deer to munch on
at night, playing in the creek, or lazing
on the patio with her Kindle reader or
laptop.

Pinterest:
pinterest.com/kckendricks

Thanks for checking
out this issue of the

KC recently began to research her family
history and can't drive past a cemetery
without stopping to search for family
sites. Her mission is to photograph old
tombstones before the elements erode
the stones and the names are lost to
time.

Between the Keys newsletter.

KC can be reached through her blog,
Between the Keys. All comments are
strictly moderated by the author and
personal messages are treated as such.

Stay tuned and keep reading!

With any luck, we’ll do it
again in a few months.

