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Autumn typically brings a new set of challenges to my writing world and this year has  

been no exception. Getting out of bed in the dark doesn’t start my day off in a sunshiny 

fashion. Thankfully, there are compensations. Crisp temperatures, azure skies, colorful 

trees, invigorating yard work. Yes, yard work. 

To my sorrow we had a massive oak tree succumb to oak wilt. Last year it was a live 

healthy tree and this past spring it simply didn’t leaf out. We had a tree-cutting day and 

discovered the wood was dry and ready for the woodstove this year. The sap never rose 

into the tree. Watching my brother-in-law work with a chainsaw eighty feet above the 

ground was fascinating. The huge lift  we rented so he could cut safely was worth every 

penny. Burning what wasn’t fit to use in the woodstove provided the opportunity to sit 

together and talk.  

The downside is all this activity talks time away from the computer. I’ve been bemoaning 

that fact this entire year and have only recently concluded it has been a good thing. I’m 

introspective by  nature and time away from my craft has allowed me to examine where I 

want to go from here.  

Where I want to go is somewhere that will challenge not only me but some of the accepted 

“rules” of romance that limit the author from creating a sweeping canvas of characters. 

We’re far too willing to categorize our stories as LGBT, m/m, ménage, het, traditional. We 

preach tolerance and acceptance and then practice a segregation of actions within our  

characters. In short, why can’t one book have both heterosexual and homosexual lovers 

within the story?  

Who’s the delicate flower who can’t read that? 

 

KC Kendricks 

 

Come with me into a world where visions live, and life and                                  

love are met on my keyboard, down in the spaces between the keys...  

Where to find me 
 

Twitter:  
Twitter.com/kckendricks 

 
 

Mailing list send email to: 
Betweenthekeys-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

http://www.twitter.com/kckendricks
mailto:betweenthekeys-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:betweenthekeys-subscribe@yahoogroups.com


Latest release: Surrendered Victory 
 
Surrendered Victory is where the KC Kendricks brand got started. I was 
looking for something new and I wanted to get into Amber Quill Press. At 
the time, the only way into AQP was through their yearly contest. Over 200 
entries were received and only eight selected. I was one of the eight. I’m 
very pleased to have Surrendered Victory available again.  
 

 

 
About Surrendered Victory 

Dalton makes Reed tingle in all the right places. Now Reed’s ready to an-
swer the question that’s haunted his every failed relationship. Is he really 
gay? 

Reed walked into Dalton’s life and everything changed. This time, Dalton 
won’t hide the fact he’s gay from anyone, even his son. 

Together they surrender all to each other and claim the ultimate victory.  
 
For an excerpt visit www.kckendricks.com/Surrendered Victory.html 
 
Surrendered Victory is available at: 
 
Amazon       iTunes/Apple       Barnes and Noble KOBO 

 

Works in Progress 

What’s coming next? That’s the question of the day because I’m working on several different projects and I don’t have a 
sense of which one will be completed first. It’ll be a surprise for all of us. 
 
THE REA CHEVEYO CHRONICLES— A science fiction trilogy by Rayne Forrest. I need to get the covers created.  

STEEL WHEELS— Book five in Ian Coulter’s Amethyst Cove. Have Ian and Rick solved the uncertainties within their rela-
tionship? Will Ian’s new client cause more problems? We’ll know soon.  
 
TWICE REMOVED FROM YESTERDAY— Set in our favorite town of Marionville, our hero comes to visit a college friend 
and meets someone interesting. How it all works out depends on his job offer in Texas versus his job offer in Marionville, 
his opportunities to free lance, whether or not his love interest reciprocates his interest, and whether or not the love 
interest confesses what’s going on with his ex. It could get a bit dicey. 
 
UNTITLED— A story set in Centerville with Mitch and Logan of Bored, Stroked and Blueprinted. A friend of Logan’s comes 
looking for help.  
 
A PERFECT HIRE— A perfect story ruined by an imperfect editor. She even screwed up the blurb. I’ve gone back to the 

original manuscript and should have it pulled back together soon. 

 

So there you have it. I’ve got tons of works to complete,  
so I’d better finish up this newsletter and get busy! 

Where to find me 
 

Amazon author page: 
Author page 

http://www.kckendricks.com/SurrenderedVictory.html
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0762X634P
itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1288965952
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/surrendered-victory-kc-kendricks/1017483933
http://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/surrendered-victory-1
http://www.amazon.com/KC-Kendricks/e/B0046NQ3HG


Deuce’s Day 

The life and times of a black Lab living in the country 

http:deucesday.blogspot.com 

September 4, 2017 
 
The day started out okay. Mom fixed me breakfast. She fed Dad, too. I'd better mention that. Breakfast is important. Then 
they got ready to go away. I was not happy because when they go away without me, I have to go in my crate and it's bor-
ing. But today was different. Mom said I could stay loose in the house!  
 
I was good all day, but that’s not the big thing. They left in my truck 
and came home in a different truck. Well, you know I barked like a 
big dog at first because I didn't know it was them. Mom came into 
the house and got me lickity-split and showed me how to jump into 
the new pickup. The back seat has a door on each side! I can jump in 
from Dad's side and that is so cool. I like it! I bet Dad likes it, too, 
now that he won't have to go around to the other side to let me in. 
It'll be a lot easier for him when it's just the two of us. He still needs 
to put on a set of running boards to make it easier for him to get in 
and out, and then the truck will be as good as old Silver. I wonder 
what Mom will name this blue truck? 

 

September 30, 2017 
 
I love my ball! I love it soooooo much!! I'll do anything Mom says if she 
offers to play ball with me. She tries to be sneaky and call the ball the "little 
round red thing" but I've caught on to her. 
 
I'm Deuce. I know! 
 
It was a beautiful autumn Saturday so Mom and Dad decided to cut down a 
few trees along the lane. I was worried at first. Whenever they want to play 
outside with power tools, I end up left inside. Today was different. This be-
ing almost two years old is really paying off! 
 
Turns out the trees they wanted to cut down were small ones. Dad got on 
the John Deere and Mom used the battery-powered chainsaw. She didn't 
need the big Stihl for these. I don't know much about trees, but Mom said if 
they cut down the small maple, cherry, and poplar trees, then the little oak tree would have room to grow big and strong.  
 
We were outside for a couple of hours. I ran around in the woods and had a good time while they worked. I know how to 
stay aware of which way the tractor is moving and to keep wide. When they hook a chain around a downed tree to drag it, 
I know to stay to the rear. I didn't know how to do that last fall. 
 
But the best part of the day was when Mom played ball with me. I love the little round red thing. 

_*_*_*_ 
 
For more about Deuce and what goes on in his day,  
visit his blog at http://deucesday.blogspot.com 

Where to find me 
 

Website: kckendricks.com 

http://deucesday.blogspot.com
http://deucesday.blogspot.com
http://www.kckendricks.com


 

  

Adventures in Photoshop 

The Interviewer Questions 
Do you write people you know into your characters? 
 
There was a time I would have said I do not, but let’s be honest.              
I know some people who do really funny/stupid/amazing things. Some-
times they say or do things that are too good not to share. I like to 
pluck a killer line from them and give it to a character. But I’ve never 
based an entire character on someone I know.  
 
 
Do you tell that person(s) you’ve used something from them? 
 
No. I want to continue to live.  What I do is take a tiny smidgeon and 
incorporate artistic license into it. I have a friend who had a car 364 
days and totaled it. That ended up in a story. No names were named, 
only the event became part of a character’s backstory. Things like that 
are as close as I get to people I know.  
 
But take note, boys and girls. I’m a writer. That could change! 

 

Making my own book covers is both fun and challenging. Photoshop is a huge piece 
of software. I’ve barely scratched the surface of what it will do. I’ve needed to keep 
my focus on learning only what I need to create a cover.  
 
Finding photos that will work is time consuming—it takes me forever to decide on a 
model that fits the vision of my character. Then it’s choosing a color that works with  
him. I like to use opposites on the color wheel whenever possible.  
 
Once I’ve found an abstract background that works, then I’m off and running to find 
other photos that have key elements to the story. For Surrendered Victory, it was 
the pub where they met and then a representation of Dalton’s condo.  
 
There’s a lot of trial and error after that. I rarely get the layers put on in the right 
order. Using the hide/reveal tool takes a few tries, too. Once the background is the 
way I think it should be, it’s time to add the model. Sometimes seeing the model on 
the background means starting over.  
 
Once the model and background work for me, it’s time to add the fonts. This is a lot 
more trial and error. I’ve taken to using an exact font for the author name so that 
goes on first. The title takes longer. It takes me going through a lot of fonts and  
filters to land on something I like. But the end product is generally worth it.  

Where to find me 

Personal blog: 
Kckendricks.blogspot.com 

 

Facebook:  
facebook.com/kckendricks 

http://www.kckendricks.com/SurrenderedVictory.html
http://kckendricks.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/kckendricks


KC Kendricks calls herself an accidental writer. 
After completing her first novel in 2003, she 
was urged to submit it to a publisher and     
everything snowballed from there. Today, KC 
has had over sixty books published, both as KC 
Kendricks (gay romance) and Rayne Forrest 
(traditional romance). 
 
By day KC works for a non-profit organization.  
By night, she weaves stories to celebrate life, 
love and the promise of a hopeful future. KC 
finds both occupations extremely rewarding. 
 
A native of scenic western Maryland, KC enjoys 
most activities that don’t include snow. In 
warm weather KC might be found walking the 
dog, biking on the C&O Canal towpath, 
planting delicacies in her garden for the deer to 
munch on at night, playing in the creek, or  
lazing on the patio with her Kindle reader or 
laptop. 
 
KC recently began to research her family  
history and can't drive past a cemetery without 
stopping to search for family sites. Her mission 
is to photograph old tombstones before the 
elements erode the stones and the names are 
lost to time. 
 
KC can be reached through her blog,  
Between the Keys. All comments are strictly 
moderated by the author and personal  
messages are treated as such.  

About KC Kendricks On the Lighter Side 

Where to find me 
 

Pinterest:  
pinterest.com/kckendricks 

Thanks for checking                

out this issue of the  

Between the Keys newsletter.  

 

With any luck, we’ll do it    

again in a few months. 

 

Stay tuned and keep reading! 

A New Venture 
 
Do you need a custom book cover? After having created 
all my book covers, and most of those for Christiane 
France, I’m ready to hang out a shingle on a very limited 
basis.   
 
Contact me through the Between the Keys blog. All 
comments are strictly, and I mean strictly, moderated 
by me.  I’ll see it. Make sure you leave a contact email.  
 
Kckendricks.blogspot.com 

Happy Thanksgiving  

Merry Christmas  

A Joyous New Year! 

http://www.pinterest.com/kckendricks
http://kckendricks.blogspot.com

